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rit Perfecution 
Again broken 


Spi 
An Attempt to put in Execution a 
gainft Mr. Fobn Biddle, an abrogated 


Ordinance of the Lords and Com: 
for punifhing Blafphemiesand 


= 


Or the betrer naderftanding of the whole bu- 
be pleaféd totake notice, chat fome of 
Mr.Biddle*s Friends went to my Lord Major 


> 


Sawa On Saturday che fevench of this inftant 7 
and defired to know of him whac was 
why Mr. Biddle lay chen impriloned 
by his Watrantin the and whether bayle 
might be taken, there being no crime expreffed in his A4s- 
My Logd Majos aniqrered That he would 
2 


- 


(1) 
THE 


(2) 
return to him 
the next week. They, according ro his Lordfhips diredti- 


on, repaired co him again on Afi 

to come co him again che next dey, w che Cour: of Al- 
dermen were fitting; which was. performed. 


Whereupon being come chither , certain 
Bookifellers of Pasl's Church-yard, viz. ThodMnderbill, Luke 
Fawn, and Nathaniel Web, notorioully known for their pre- 
potterons zeal,and former Li . 
under che Name of Beacon-Firers.. Thefemen being cal- 
led inro che) Hufti and having there ftayedfor 
fome time, came aftertyatds ont again from thence , and 
went away; but foon recarned back to thei atceridance ac 
the Door of the Courts; and upon foticegiven, wereioon 


‘called into the Court again.. (Mr, Biddle 
was was fenc for fromrhe P. and haying ac- 
tended abour half an hout at the Door of the Court, he 


was willed by One Of the Officers to CoMein , and walk a- 


fide into the Gallery adjoyniog, where the faid > 
Fawn, and Web, Aceufers were, 2 none 


~them,- ‘Which he refaled to do 5 unl 
en artended at 


pais berween Whereupon Mr, Biddle was 
biden to inco the Room withouc che Courr, 
where he formerly been detained, Not longafterghe 
- Court inte the Lord Major, accompanied with Alder- 
Tychbar Recorder Long, hers, calledfor 
defire was, They, as¢ hey had formerly 
Spon this, That they miche know the Crimé; wherewith 
_ Mr. Biddle Rood che ed, and whar-Law, hehad broken. Ic 
Stiths ot: biel Order. 


9. but 


> 
' 
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Soply was made, 


‘Oxdet fro 
That an, he Com 1 not Jegally.caule. any one 
to be imprifoned -withour the of fome Law. 


this, fee Mr, Bidd/e, the Lord Major faid,T har 
hey had certain Queitions to demand of him; and accos- 


him; Whether he did deny CHRIST to be the 


GOD ? To which he anf asd That he fuppofed 
they had already received {ufficienc farisfaStion from the 
Informers, | Then Mr. Recorder faid to him, Mr, Biddle, Te 
‘will be ingenuiry’ in‘ you, to let us know how rhings are, 
. To which he Ie will not be ingentiry inme, to 
give advantage Aidverfaties who take ic before ic is 
giver?, ‘Ateehich Lord Majot Gidj We do not defire 
that he fhould be d,. Neverrhelefs, after fome paufe, 
Mr, Recorder held forth a‘certain Bookto Mr. 
‘ing him, Whether he made it? But Mr, Bidd/e replieds That 
_ he defired to be exculed from making B any Anfwers unto 
‘Queftions himelf, becanfe we finde’; that E- 
SUS) CHRIST hinvfelf, when te was queftioned béfore the 
High Prieft, refafed co anfwer in chis fort.’ Then Alderman 
Tiehbarn dsked, -Whac CHRIST ? To whith Mf, Biddle 
antwered , MyLord. Savioar JESUS"GHRIST thac 
fitcech at the richt Hand oF GOD inthe Heavens. |“ Hére- 
upon the Recorder produced am Ordinance’ of rhe Lords 


and for punifhing Blaf ahd Herefies, 
eer 1648, marked certain 
they fuppofed pertineht to thecafé in hand. 


Mr: Biddle: that wert iLaw, 
how he was iia 

2 © inance at w reach 

charced him 

Was Not at all inthe Or- 


CHRIST was 
coufation and 


To 
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| 
which Me. replied, Ther thotgh thole v 
‘words were not there, yet that was there, which was prey 
-mount,and chac he knew the intention of the Law-makers. 

To which Mr. Biddle anfwered, That Confequences in 
fuch Cafes as rhefe, were not co be admitred, for 
‘po man fhould be fafe, and no Miniffer fhould preac 


Sermon, fome paflages whereof, 2 man might nor by 
gequences bring under Ordinance. 


Alderman Tyehbarn charged Mr, Biddle, That he 


did deny CHRIST to be GOD, | 


.Towhich heanfwered, That he did heartily 
JESUS CHRIST co behis LORD and GoD, and hoped 
in Him, and honoured Hint, believing whacfoever he or any 


other could | him ont she 


“Aker thefe things, rhe Lord Major 9 Tichburn, 


and the Recorder, withdrew a liccle_afide from the Com. 


pany; and having confulted coger her, returned ; and 

then the Lord, Major again asked Mr. Biddle's Friends 

What they:defired 2 Whortoldhim, Thacthey requefted 

chat Bayle might betaken for Mr. Biddle. - 

Mr. aniwered, That chonghthe Crime were 

“Not expreft in the Ordinance, yet che Juftices of Peace need 
pot initupon that It was fufticient for them, to commit 
ay ta:Prifon if he were bur probably and che 

whereof Mr, Biddle was <d, did 


if it be thus, (faid Mr. Biddie’s Friends) we defire he may 
be dealt with after a legal manneryand-be fenr. co Prifon 
with alegal A4ittiom, exprefing the and the Law, 
by Vertue chat. becomes aCume. 


Then th eat Hall. having fome 
to owed them, asking whar 
_ Was 


there ; and one fol 


not’ admic 
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the Afittamus, exprefiing indeed 
whereby ic 


and the Lord Major, and the to- 


che Beacon-Firers confulred andat 
 aniwer was to Mr, Bsdd/e’s Fri chat! ic did 
not appear how Bayle could betaken in this. Cafe, Where- 
op they replied as before, if ic wére fo,that chen they would 
oleae to expreis his Crime, together with che Law de- 
clating| ic, that he might by chat means know what he had 
co make anfwer co; for he ‘did not yet know, being at firit 
committed by a verbal command, and next by a writing that 
did nor fpecihie any Crime 3. fozhey promifed his 
fhould be fo made ; forwhich we did atend, and doubted 
nor but it fo; bur of time; abour 
a quarrer of an inte h, and broughr 
My the Fad Fa&, bur not thé Law 


London Hi to you, to 
receive into your Cuftody: 
a body of John Biddle, herewith fent 
on, ‘for publickly denying , that Fefi 
Cori was the cA lmighty or moft High’ 


{ 
> 


Dated. this tenth of. 1655. 


To the Keeper of the” 


Goal of Pack Major, 


into another Prilop, 

Te-was the laft Parchamenrs roput 
Gaschoufea clofe Prifener in, osder to his Tryal,  with- 
out mentioning apy Crime. - After their di olution ; she 
remoyed. bimielf by an. ‘Corpus into pper= 
Bench - Prifom> Lately , Alderman eAndrews*s 


bios the 


fent. him ro the er. ” And now mty Lord Major fends 
himto New-gate, where he is at leifure to confider their 
re with him : for though he is an En- 
app F ath done nothing whereby to forfeir 

Liberty 5 sndthe Priviledge of the Law, yet he muft 
Rot enjoy it: bur 
sogechier, 


Profecutor are ihe Beaton-Firers , chae 
chey thet wi wills) would fet this poor Nation i in the 
Fire of perfecurion, 
Oh! what. miferable defolations would be made i in this 
Land , were not Liberty of Conicience allowed ! It had 
been better for us, never co have feen day of Liberty, 


then now again co return co J 


‘ 
Tre 
@.ert* 


But what is che reafon chefe Men above all others: 
Lewdew, then which we believe no Citty in the 
World affords mons Chriftians ) fhould be fozes- 
lous for Religion ache honour of as they pre- 
cond ; his Companions, did not make 


mproare, in for ‘nothing, their gain th 
in danger te fer be, 
LG? 2H 00.28... And fome fay that. fome of thele have 
-alteady faid in like manner, thatiifMr. Biddles Do@rines 
prevail, cheir rade, willbe {poiled , for themott cf their 
will ferve co little otherafothan theirs. in the 19. 
Of the 4s, that curious Arts even to. be -burned, 
fad, cafe when mult not be beard, lealt Dene, 


Burik we inquire further into the Converfation of the 
we tind them to have beenehicfe City, Remon- 
ftrants; thac thereby fec che Natieninto an flame 
made divifion between the parliament and. Army 5 and 
‘were the o¢cafion of the War between chem, Ic was the 
Presbiterian intereft which thefe Menefpoufed chat occa- 
Goned theuproare shat and Peintze, andthe 
eApprensifes made, whereof they are never to be 
torgorten , and ever to be thankfully acknowledzed If 
providence of Almighty had noti fed, this Nation 
might by this time have becomes defolate Wildernels ; 
thefe‘adtings were fo, highly difpleafing tothe Parliament, 
they, voted: perlon that had hand therein, 
| be.capable of any place or office within the Com- 
‘Surecwili his Highnels and the Council now take thele 
Men into favor, credit and be their (talking Horfcs to car- 
ry on the old Presbyterian defigne of perfecution. . Do 


ot thefe knows, that if they can cake this plea 
have liberty from my Lord, char 
troy Ferafmiuch as all che: he hath the 


B Nation, 
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n 
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(8) 

station, ftands on that accounc. the pod! 
and fobet ProteRanes, that in behalf of themlelves 
the Proteftant caufe, petition againft this pretended Blaf- 
phemer, Mr. Bidale : But what is your godiinefs, even 
futh ‘Panis was before his converfion, if may com- 
pare inone point,to perfecateto the death 
call upon the name of the Lord Jefts What is your fo- 
bricty ? to involve a Common-wealth in blowd for che 
fake of yorr own Opifiien, or profit; and what is the 
ip? to force all to your Opinion and Judge. 
a What hath my Lord Proceftor-gohe thoro 
Fite and Water? the greateft difficulties that can be im- 
for the fake of liberty of Religion, which ke calls 
a natural Light, hath he not made chis fu all Laws, 
and Conftitutions whatfoever in this oppofition 
to fuch Men as thelé, and will henow into 
their hands : Surely if*Re did confider the eminent Ruine 
and Deftradion, chat muft néceffarily folidw to himfelf, 
and the Cominion-wealth, (for the God of Juftice and 
at the offending,much more 
oF lictle one'that belicves in 

him, ) he thofe ings,‘and nor 
cherith fach Snakes as thefe in-his bofome, thar have and 
doe feek his, and the bloud of all that are not of their own 


minds. 
what ig the Lord of Hoafis angry with'us as fomtime with 


Children J/reel, chat he ftisteth tap 
the People ? chat he who hath fo {toutly contended for 
thet berty of Gods People, thould now be the firft that 
Thau!d give way to the infri thereof? and thac 
hee, whofe intereft lyech in the proteétion of the Sairits of 
Chit, thould deliver them upto che wills of their bloudy 


ers? 


he 


‘(p) 


the Order of the Council, ‘bag we heyaner! 
favour as to fecit, and to kaow what the 
we have fome ground te believe’, chat it extendcth no 
furcher than the {uppreffing the di(paration, though thus 
made ufc of even te thevery overthrow of the Goverment 
it felf, for we dare boldly fay, thar by the fame right that 
bis Highnefs and the Council] enjoy their Authority, by 
the fame right ought Mr. Biddie to be free from all profe» 
eution, upon the fore mentioned Ordinance ; for the in- 
flrument of Government {pcaketh exprefly in the thirty 
{evenand chirty eight Articles, That /uch as profe/s faith 
in God by fe/ us ( borift » (though difering in }udgement 
the Dottrine, Defcipline, and Worfoip publickly beld 
forth,) foall not be refiraimed from, but foall be provetted 
in the wt. of their faith and excercife of their religi- 
on, [0 a6 they abufe'net shis liberty to the civil injury of 
gthers, and torhe alinal deffurbagce of the publick peace 
Popery or Prelacy, nor te [uch as on 
Chri , bold forth and praftice 
‘Thirty-eight, Thas alt Lawes, Sratmtes, Ordinances, 
and Chaufes in any Law, Stature, ad Ordinance te the 
sontrary of the aferefaid liberste foall be as null 
“Shall. we fappofe or imagine chat the Protector and 
Council would an Order as deftrayeth the tonn- 
dation of our Government, yea tees 
Je not ¢ faith his Highnel in che fecond ff to che 
| Parliament, ) libertie of con fience in Religion a fundsmen- 
tall, And in the Preamble to'thac moft excellent fpeech 
to be weiepent with the Diamonds 


i 
Ps 
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te worfeip after the [everal formes mens confcsences lead 
thew 10, was free as the market. And whenhke: 
diffolved the Parliament, doth he not intimate this a3 one 
reaton, namely, That norhing would fasisfit thems, unle/s: 
shey could put their finget upon their brothers confcienc:s te 
pinch thew there & we know of none that at chat time fuf- 
ffered for confcience fake,but Mr. Biddle, Should we think 
I fay,ny Lord ‘and the Council would now give order to 
tofeente his life by an abfolate Law, which themfelves 
hate repealed: God forbid, che enemies of the Govern- 

ment would be glad af (achan occafion again& them. 


And-Thirdly, Ic maybe obferved; how willing thofe 
-Maoiftrates: were to gratifie.the humors of tho!e Infor- 
mers,‘ chey defired fome queftions might be asked of him; 
Is this ingenuity to follicate a man tobetray himfeif : Did 
not the late-parliament do this fuffiently beth in theirowr 
Houle, and bya Committce for that purpofe, bur chefe 
Gentlemen auftde ic over again and out doe chem ? or 
was the great cryof Blafphemy grounded uponfuch flen 
der informations, that they muft havé fomewhat out of | 
his Own mouth at this time to make it good, itfeems he 
had mot fpoken any: thing chat madehim guilty, bucchey 
owt of theabundance.of their mifguided zeal, did delire 
stg he wonid fay fomething that would bring guilt upon: 


have fromgthe Recorder, furely be had need -be.more 
aman, that can tell the mind of the Parliament feven’ 
tsago,;Which they did not then declere:If we.muft nor 
jadged:-by the letter of our Lawes, but by the intention 
of the Law-malers; which che Lawyers are to determine, 
how is it poffible for any man to know. when he breaks 
the Law ? and then one.man (hall be deftroyed another fa- 
vedb the fame Law, according as the Judges and Law- 
yers differ in their cxpofitions ,or alter their judgments, 


“Fourthly, Let us know what manner of Law.we (hall 


4 
{ 
or. | 
> 
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or are partial toward offenders ; Here.you may (ee the 
caufe of ail che mifrable abufes, and deftructive proceed! — 
ings in Law , its ne marvelbif the Law be bought and 
- fold, when itlies inthe Lawyers breafts, for who will - 
not change his opinion ina doubrtul cafe, when his profic 
calls upon him fo to do ; Sit Edward Cook ss g00d a 
yeras Mr. Long, yet wasof another opinion in the chird 
part of hes Infticures They Stature ({dith he ) in cafe of 

Theafon, and fo in of life, be taken 
thac is, and wmanifeft people, net «pon conje it - 
ral prt{mumptous, er inferences; or fleames of wit. 


-Allow.buat this liberty of interpretation, in drawing 
confequencesy and chen it wilhbean cafie macter to jufti- 
fie ali che inguitice that ever was commited; allow chis ia 

Law and profecution, for confcience yan wich it, then 
England would foon be Ace/dema, a field of bloud. Mri 
‘Biddle is accufed that at adifpurein the (tone Chappel in 
Panlsberween him andMr: Griffish, Mr Griffish afhrming 
that wasthe moft aud mighty Ged, 
Biddle antwered I. deny it,,and very: ofren apon the fame 
 oecafion (faythe Infarmess: ) repeated the fame words. 


is.chefabflance of che Informations; fo much 
eould be made privieto: Now fiiould.we joyn iffee upon 
thefe Depofitions, fhould we: fay:nothing of the Devil- 
Jike repeating Mr, Bidd/es words; Matt, 4 repeating 
fome and leaving out-other=;: ,for is their no difference 
between a fimple deniall, and a denial fordifputation, how 
is ic poflable there fhould be any, difpute, except the one 
the Scool difpntes at Oxferdand Cambridge 
Scools, nay what will become of ali thofe written difputes, 
wherein it is difcourfed even whether there be a God or 
qo, whether contradi@ories bo! true or no; or whether 
the Scriptures ealled the Bible be che word of God, 


‘nd how then fall: we the jew, 
Mahometans, we koow aot what they cin fay 


propoting between de djfputation ; there is 
di between the end another | 


Bp prove 
dence of roa 


to Mr. Riddle 
‘ argument, none will dare to fay m 


master of Religion, and fuch concernment as this, of the 

to iivatian, 

be dams» dour which Chinn 
nglanaare fo.cxceedingly devided and yncertain 
the difeourle chereot the molt do run great 
Scripture de fap? what 
to deny web defire chat that which another. sfficns, | 

be proved out of the Scriptures, which thag 

Mie Biddis did it cawbe-no than: Pet 


ring OuC ifs py it for 
or one firm argument that doth ine 
is cancluded, snd is no longer to 
denyer, and bur anaffenter whea fuch an 
gumentis Drought, except he fhalh:repe bis denyall, 
argument 
denyail aftey 
ots fwear, ex- 
carte not W ‘fay or | 


Publifoed, shat Chrift was not the molt High, 
or Almighty Ged, yer ¢vén by the Recordets confeffion, 


not she whole, wi 


telbifle part offs mens 
the circumitances thereof, as thefe men have done ; 
bot a man at that rate prove Pes/ an care’, for trying 
Cor, 15. 32, Let us eat and drink to morrow we 


“And Thirdly ty been as thefe 


may, fuppofe Mr. Biddle had willing /y by 


Preaching, Teaching, Printing, or Writing , maintained 


this comes noe within the Ordinance, except by confe- 
which if it might be allowed, 'nd Chriftian thould 


quence, 
be free from its Which thus appears, 
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D ‘a d COMMON S: 
0 R Aflembica in 


PAR Ld AMEN 
For unnifhing Blafphemies and Herefics,, 


‘yi Or the preventiny of the growthand {prea- 

of Herefie and blafphemy,Be it Ordain- 
the Lords and Commins in this pre- 
fent Parliament aflembled, That all per- 
fons as fhall from and after the date of this 


prefent Ordinance, willingly by Preaching, Teaching , 
Printing, or Writing, maintainand publifh chat chere is no 
God, or that God is not prefent in all places, doth noe 
know and foreknow all ch: ings, or that he is not Almighty, 
that he is nor perfectly Holy, or chat he is not Bernal, or 
that che Bather is not God, the Son is nor God, or that the 


Holy Gheft is not Godjor chat chey three are not one E- 
ecrnal God: Or that fhall in like manner maintaine and 
publifh, thac Chrift is not God equal with che Father, or - 
{hall deny the Manhood of Chrilt,or that the Godhead a 
Manhood of Chrift are feveral Natures, or ehat che Huma- 
nity of Chrift is pure and ug{potted of all fin ; or that fhall 
maintain.and publith That Chrifl did not Die, 
nor rife from the Dead, nor is a(fended into Heaven bodily, 
—erthat fhall deny his deathis meritorious im th: behalf 
Believers ; or that fhail maintain and publith,as aforefaid, 
That Jelus Chrift is not the Son of God, or that the ho} 
Scripture (viz. )of the Old and New Teftam 


en Gene es, 
Exedm, Levit. CM, Numbers, oe. Is | 


| 


G1 
isnot the Word of Ged, or An7d. Bodics of men thal! noe 
rife again afterthey are dead, or that thereis no day ot Jud 
| 
ment after death; all fuch maintaining ard publifhing of 
fuch Ecrour or Errours with obfinac erci 
y therein, fhall by vertue 
hereof be adjudged Felony, and all fach perfons upon com- 
br x90 and proof made of the fame in any of the cafes aforefaid, 
efore any two of the next Juftices of the Peace for that place 
orCounty, by the Oaths oftwo Witneffes ( which faid Ju- 
ftices of Peace in {uch cafes fhall hereby have powsrr to admini- 
fter ) or confflion of the party, the faid party (0 acenled 
fhall be by the faid Juflices of the Peage committed to prifun 
without Ball or Mainprife, untill che next Goale delivery to 
be holden for that place or County, and the witneff-s like- 
wife fail be bound over by the faid Juftices unto the faid Goal 
delivery to give in their evidence; And atthe faid Goal deli- 
very the party fhali be indi&ed for Felonious Publifhing and 
maintaining fuch Errour, and in cafe the Indi&ment be 
found, and the Party upon his Tryall fhall not abjure his 
faid Errour and defence, and maintenance of the fame, he 
fhall fuffer the pains of death, asin cafe of Felony withoue 
benefit of Clergic. But in cafe he fhall recant ar renounce and 
abjure his faid errour or errours , andthe maintenance and 
publifhing of the fame, he neverthelefle remain in pri- 
fon untill he fhall finde two Sureties , being Subfidie men, 
that hall be bound with him before two or more Juftices of 
the Peace or Goale delivery, that he thall not thenceforth 
publifh or maintain as aforefaid the faid errour or errcurs 
any more: And the faid Joftices fhall have power hereby to 
take Bail in fuch cafes. And be it further Ordained, That ia 
cafe any pre formerly indiéed for publithing and main- 
taining of {uch erronious Opinion or Opinions, as a‘orefaid, 
and renouncing and abjuring the fame, fhall neverthelefic a- 
gain publifh and maintain his faid former errour or errours, 
as aforefaid, andthe fame proved, as aforefaid, the {aid par- 
ty fo offending fhall be committed to Prifon as formerly, and 
at the next Goale Delivery fhall be indigted as aforefaid. And 
in cafe the IndXtment be rhen found upon the Tryall , and it 


thall appear formerly the riy was convicted oft 


| 


| LUN Cas) 
er:cur,and publifhing and maintaining thereof, and renoun- 
ced and abjared the fame, the Offendor fhall (uffer death as 
in cafe of Felony, without benefic of Clergy. Beic further 
Ordained by the Authority a‘orefaid, That all and every per- 
fon or perfons that fhall publifh or maintain as aforefaid an 
ofthe feverall crrours hereafter enfuing, viz. Thatall men 
fhall be faved, or that man by nature hath free will co turn to 
God, or that Ged may be wo: fhipped in or by Pi&ures or 
Images, or that the foul of any man afcee death goeth neither 
toheaven orhel!, bucto Purgstory, or that the foul of man 
dyeth or fleepeth when the body is dead, or chat Revelati- 
ons or the workings of the Spirit are a rule of Faith or Chri- 
flian life, though diver from, or contrary to the written 
Word of God; or that man is bound to believe no more than 
by his reafon he can comprehend; or that the Morall Law of 
God contained in the ren Commandments ts no rule of Chri- 
flian life? or thata beleever need nor repent or pray for par- 
don of finnes; or thatthe two Sacraments of Baptifme and 
the Lords Supper are nor ordinances commanded by the Word 
ofGod; or that the baptizing of Infants is unlawful, or 
fuch Baptilme is void, and chat fuch perfons ought to be 
again, andin purfuance thereof fhall bsptize any 
perfon forme:ly baptiz-d; or chat the obfervation of the 
Lords day as icisenjoyned by the Ordinances and Lawes of 
this Realime, is not according , or is contrary tothe word of 
God, or that icisnot to joynein publique prayer or 
family prayer, Or to teach childeren to pray, or that the 
Arches of England are no trie Churches, nor theic Mini- 
fiers and Ordinances true minifters and Ordinances, or thae 
the Charch Goverment by Presbytery is Ancichriftian or un- 
lawful,or thar Magiftracy,or the power of theCivil Magiftrate 
by laweftablifhed in Emland is unlawfull, or that all ufe of 
Armes though for the publique defence ( and be the caufe 
never {fo isuntawfull, and in cafethe Party accufed of 
fuch publifhing and maintaining of any of the {aid errors 
fhall be thereof convitted co have publithed and maintained 
che fame as aforefaid by the Tcftimony of two or more wit- 
ncikstpon Oach or confeflion of the faid party before two of 
next fultices of che Peace for the faid place or County where- 
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I 
of oneto beof the Quorwm ( who are hereby required and 
authorized co {end for Wicnefles and examine upon Oath ia 
fuch cafes in-the prefence of the party) The party fo con- 
victed fhal! be ordered by thedaid Jultices to renounce his faid 
errours inthe publique Congregation of the fame parith from 
wh nce the complaint doth come, or where the offence was - 
commicted, and in cafe he refufech or negle&cthto performe 
the fame, at or upon the day, time, and place appointed by the - 
faid Juftices, chen he thall be committed to priton by the faid 
Juftices untill he thal finde ewo (ufficient Suretics before two 
Juftices of Peace for the faid place or County ( whcreof one 
_ thal) be of the Quorum) chat he fhall not publifh or maintaine 

the faid errour or errours any more. 

Provided alwaies, and be it O-dainedby the authority a- 
forefaid, that no attainder by vertuc hereof (hall cxcend either 
to the for'eicure of the eftate, reall or perfonall of {uch perfon 
attainted or Cerruption of fuch perfons blood, 


Brown Cler, Parliamenterum, 


Ace there here any fuch words made criminal, as the deny» 
ing of Fe{us Chrift the Son of the Moft High, to be that moft bi-h , or 
the Almighty God? But if you draw it by Confequence, then 
give usleaveto draw all Chriftians into the breach of this Or- 
dinance, by the like confequence, for thus weargue, hethoe 
faith Chrift dyed, faith that Chrift was not God, for Ged could 
notdy.. Bucevery Chriftian faith that Chrift dyed, therefore 
every Chriftian faith chat Cin ift was not God,and (0 becomes 
guilty of death bythis ordinance? ifany fhall think to fave 
himfelf from the force of this argumens by diltin&ion : 
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hops he will be fo ingenious to give the Ike liberty to Mr. 
Biddle in anfwering the confequences,that perfecuting {pirits 
being agsinfthim. But let all {ober men judge whicher, ar the 
rite of the Lord Major and Recorders dealing with Mr. Biddla, 
every Chriftian in England may not upon this Ordinance be 
committed co prifon without Bait: or Mainprize’, till he may 
fulfer death wkhouc bencfit of Clergie, for ir is a confequence 
thar doth ire. 

Bur there is no need of Con{c quences, tobring many thou- 
fands of Chriftians in England, within the breach and penal: y 
of this Ordinance: Here you fee, that exprefly all the Ana- 
baptifts(tafly fo callec of whom there are not a few thoufands, 
in England; all the Independents, or Separacifts; all che Ar- 
minians or Freewillers; yea,in a word,all Englend, rigid 
Presbyterians rreexprefly condemned. And doudh ff, now 
people know the force of this Ordinance, there will nor be | 
Wanting proiccu‘ors they have begua already with Mr. 
Wiliam Kifit, Ror of aBiptiacd Congregation, in ch: City 
of Lendon, who was convented before my Le:rd M jor ar 
Ha? , on Thurlday the eweltth ioftant , and chcre 
charged with the bceach of this Ocdinance, for preachins, tat 
the Baptifme of infants is unlawfall: buctheLerd Major, being 
bulic, the Execution of the Penaley in che AX upon | im, was 
referred ti ] Munday next; where we cannot bur take nasi ey 
of that which fhould de farre from Juftices portialicy. Me. 
Biddle mut be fent forby a Warrane, Mr. by funmons 
ot aMiflenger; M>-. Biddle muft be commictca by one Jatice 
Withouta Miccimus,'and by one Juft cc witha Mictimus; 
Me. Kijinmuft not be proceeded evainft, upon the (ame Ovdi- 
nance, without two muofthave threeor foure 
caves ipace given him, the other muft be fent to prifon in fuch 
chataMiccimus could not be writ, to be fence with him, 

cherhim. A din the paffayes a Mr. Rif - 
fins profjcucion, you note turcher, my Lord Major, 
the profecutors why they did noe profecuce Mr. Kifia 
fooncr, iccing they knew of this O.dinanceand Mr. Kiffins 
prectice long azoe; towhichihcey madeanfwere chat they 
though the Ovdinance had becn nul! and void, till che other 
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day thcy perceived one was comirted to prifon 
made you think (faidmy Lord ) that Was void is 
no time fet when It fhould expire; true, {aid the profecutors 
bar there is che Inftrumene of Government, thac faith That 

whafoever profeffeth Faith in God,by Fe/us Chrift, though differing in 
judgement from the Deéiring, Worfbip , and Dtcipline , publickly 
held forth, fall not be reftrained from , but proteed in the profeffion 
of the Faith and of the Keligion,@c, And all A&s and Ordi- 
nances to the contrary are to be efteemed Null andVeid. Would an y 
man think that the Lord Major of London thould be iynorant 
of the Fundamtencals in the Government: Surely, thofe that 
fkeight one part of the Government,then chick ft, would make 
void all ifthey could or durft. Let nor his Highncfle think 
to enjoy his Authority longer than good people enjoy their 
Liberty. Nor lechim think , chat either of chefe fhall belong 
cnjoyed whil¢ men of fuch principles are cowntenanced: Po- 
pery and Prefacy are not tolerated by the Government ; what 
can bethe reafon, that thofe Forms fhould nor be tolerated as. 
well ag others? But for this caufe, that thcy do not tolerate 
others? And itisa juft thing, that he that will abufe his Li- 
bervy to the reftraint of others, fhould be debarred therefrom, 
The fame reafon excludes the Presbyterian ; for we have had 
demonftrableevidences of as much rankour and bitcerneffe in 
his {pirit,as in a Pepift or Prelate,and its good reafon that the 
weapon of Powerand opportunity fhiould be kept out of the 
mad mans hand. IJs’t nor high-time the Ordinance again 
the Ciry-Remonftrants fhould be put in execution ¢ Here you'l 
fay, thefe men are for Perfecution; but ic is of none but 
perfecutors, and in fo doing , we are fure we tran{greffe not ; 
for we do as we would be done unto, and the mealure that o- 
thers mete, we would have meafured to them again, Mat. 7.2. 
Let them and all others do what they can by theis Arguments 
for truch is ftrong enough of ic fclf, fhe needs not your {¢- 
cular Arm to fuppore her. And what is it we pray that keep- 
cth the Papifts in Spain, Italy, France, and the greatcit of Europe 
the Turls,Pazans,Mabomitans and Fewes in the other three parts 
of the world, from entertaining truc Religion among them, 


bur chis very thing, the reftraint of libercy of Dilpuce? we 
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| (a3), 

there not been an the Controverting of 
mattersin Religion; furcly the Popein that abominable Hie- 
rarchy would not have floodrothisday. So chartheythat 
perfecute for Religion, do thereby ftrongly fortific all thee-_ 
nemies of Chrift, and maintainers of errour againf the enter- 
tainers of Truth and true Religion: Will you perfecutors 
be pleafed to tell us, whecher beginning of the Gor 
hundred perfons have not (uffered for Truth,for.one 
that hath fuffered for errour? Is ic not greatly to be feared, 
that the Lord hath not yet end<d his Controverfie with this 
Nation, for chofe fireams of blood of Chriftians, that in every. 
age hath been fhedinic; for blood doth. defile a Land ,itisa 
National! fin. Will any man perfift in that way that enclineth 
to death? of which ic may be faid, as ofthe ftrange woman, 
Prov.2.13.19.. Nonethatgo in it returm again, neichertaké | 
they hold of the paths of life: Whofoisfimple, let himturn 
in thicher, buc know that their giftsare in thedepth of Hell, 
Prov.9.16.18. You that are to be the: Grand and Percty Jury; 
for the tryall of this good man, what fay you? Do gy: not 
tremble to walk in the way, whercin few or nonc that ever 
went, profpercd? Are ye fure,that he ig an evil/ deer?) Do you 
thinkin your Confciences, that he hath not. hape of erernall 
life? And would expole himfelf to fuffering and death fora 
falf opinion? And fappofed he have fomefalf opinions.Do you 
think God will not pardon fome erronr in judgment, while 
the erring perion hath that in him which is true Religions. 
Vifi's the fatherlef[e and widdows, and beepeth bim/felf unjfpotted from 
tbe world, Jam.1. ule, Will you finde a Bill againft any man by. 
drawing Cénftquences? Will you juftifie your forefathers, | 
and bring upon your felves all the blood of. the Martyrs that 
hath been fhed in England? What can juftifie you in your a&i- 
ons, but the feriptures, the word of God? Andwherehave _ 
any (cripture for the punifhing a man for a falfe opinion 
inReligion; and indted howcan ye know an opinion is fal(?, 
Can you refuteit toevery Common underftanding? Anddid 

ou certainly know it to be falfe, whether it be becter-to fol- 

Owthe example of Chrift in fuffcring the Tares to grow a- 
mong the Wheat, or to follow che Didtatcs of covetous 


men, 
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(7%) 
men, that bid you pull chem up? Call for fome of thofe men 
andiecth«mdifpucte with him , ifthey can cofivince him 
Bla(phemy or Herchie, then procecd accordingly, But 
Makenorc your {elves and us guilty of innocent blood, in the 
_ ex cution of unrighteous Laws, ( forfo are all Jaws of this 

kinde: ) much mofein endangering Og taking away of any. 
mans lite by thag which 18 no law} for by the fame power 
that you ficas Judges, by-the fame power that Ordinance 
is Null. Moft ofal!, hurt not the litele finger ofa man fora 
Conifequence drawn from that which if no Law, Befides the 
Judgement of Godjwhich you muftexped ; the very laws of 
out land hath provided heavy punifiimenc for chofe that bring 
in falfe Verditte in point of life. Their lives are forfcited, 
their houfes fhall be burne, and their lands laid fallow. If it 
werea tran{greflion egainft civil fociety and the Peace af 
were a matter of wicked lewdneff.d, reafon wouldthat 
you fhould determine it: But feeing the queflion is of words 
and things that are fupernaturall, ics highly dangerous for 
you to be judge of fuch matters: Cry not out Blafphemy, 

lafphemy ; fo did the Jews againft Chri; Blafphemy isa 
ot or railing againftGod, Ija, 37,38. chapters. But 
will yee condemna man of Blaiphemy, chat faith nothing 
concerning God the Father, or Chrift, or the Holy Ghoft: 
— but what they in the Scripture fay of themfelves. [he Lord 
lay thefe things to your hearts, chat yee may not bring the 
guilt of bloodupon your felves and this Nation. 
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